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Harrisburg, PA Sets the Pace, mak-
ing its wastewater plant an energy, 
economic and climate winner 
Not a city or community in the US could sustain its quality 
of life without a plant to process its wastewater. There 
are more than 15,000 of these wastewater plants in the 
US today, and more than 1,100 process at least 5 million 
gallons of sewage a day. This subset -- critical urban and 
suburban infrastructure -- could process local food waste 
along with that sewage. They could then turn the methane 
biogases emitted by all these organics into clean energy 
or fuel. Capital Region Water’s facility in Harrisburg, PA is 
a shining example for what can be done.

Capital Region Water (CRW), a municipal authority serving 
the Harrisburg region, operates a facility capable of pro-
cessing tens of millions of gallons per day. But like many 
wastewater utilities, CRW historically treated the biogas-
es emitted by its decomposing organics, as something to 
handle, but of little value. 

For years, CRW had an energy recovery system at the 
plant. However, after decades of operation, the system 
had become nearly inoperable. Then, as part of a larger 
plant upgrade process, CRW found that its infrastructure 
could be modernized so that the methane biogases the 
plant generates would be captured and upgraded into 

pipeline-quality renewable natural gas (RNG). It also had 
the potential to accept regionally abundant food wastes. 
These could be co-processed with the sewage, bolstering 
energy production and maximizing its economic benefits 
while also advancing climate and sustainability goals.

Turning that opportunity into a viable, operational project 
required more than just technology—it required leader-
ship, coordination, and a significant investment of $27 
million over the course of seven years from initial concept 
to reality. Over these years, Energy Vision played an im-
portant role in bringing this project to fruition. 

From the outset, Energy Vision played a central role 
in helping Capital Region Water define and execute a 
strategy that maximized value while minimizing risk. 
In close collaboration with the global engineering firm, 
Arcadis, we evaluated technology pathways and optimal 
commercial structures. We navigated incentives and poli-
cy frameworks, and selection of the right partners. Equally 
important, we were able to translate a technically complex 
concept in a way that municipal leaders could understand 
– clarifying the benefits in terms of infrastructure, ener-
gy markets, environmental progress, and public finance.
These domains are often “siloed” in municipalities.

The Harrisburg Capital Region project became operation-
al in December 2025. 
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It has achieved multiple benefits. It not only generates 
more renewable energy. It will also strengthen the finan-
cial position of the utility, reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and divert local organic wastes from landfills. With 
an expected payback of under six years, this project is not 
just a success story—it is a blueprint for replication. 

Municipalities across the United States are grappling 
today with aging infrastructure, rising costs, and increas-
ing pressure to reduce their emissions. And with the right 
combination of partners and municipal leadership, using 
innovative solutions, they can turn their existing wastewa-
ter infrastructure from liabilities into assets.

Manhattan Beer Continues to Lead 
the Charge on Fleet Decarbonization 
with the cleanest new trucks in NYC
In a city where truck traffic and air quality are tightly 
linked, Manhattan Beer Distributors has long led the way. 
The company deployed one of the first natural gas truck 
fleets in the country 2001, driven by fleet manager Juan 
Corcino’s commitment to reducing pollution in the South 
Bronx.

Since then, Manhattan Beer has grown its fleet of clean 
trucks considerably, and in 2025 the company took anoth-
er step forward, purchasing 17 heavy-duty trucks equipped 
with Cummins’ X15N engine—enabling the heaviest (Class 
8) trucks to move beyond diesel. These trucks are expect-
ed to enter service in April 2026 and will run entirely on
renewable natural gas (RNG).

Produced from captured methane from landfills, waste-
water, and organic waste, RNG cuts greenhouse gases and 
improves local air quality—especially in communities long 
burdened by diesel pollution.

In addition to its ongoing commitment to natural gas 
trucks, the company is also expanding its use of electric 
vehicles. Its strategy is simple: deploy solutions that work 
now. Manhattan Beer remains a leader in practical fleet 
decarbonization.

Five Energy Pioneers received EV’s 
2025 Awardees
Energy Vision recognized a new slate of awardees at our 
October 16, 2025 Leadership Awards reception in NYC. 
Their work is setting new benchmarks for both slashing 
methane and turning organic “waste” into valuable renew-
able resources—rescuing edible food, generating clean 
domestic energy and new revenue streams, and cutting 
climate pollutants.

Divert, Inc., headquartered in New Concord, MA, was 

EV Founder and Trustee Joanna Underwood poses with Manhattan 
Beer Fleet Director Juan Corcino in front of a new truck equipped 
with a Cummins X15N natural gas engine now being fueled by RNG 

which is stored in the cylindrical tank.

Energy Vision aims to support cities 
across the country in planning methane 
reducing projects. 

Our report, Can your Wastewater Plant do More, 
is a useful resource to begin assessing options:
https://energy-vision.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2024/10/EnergyVision-Wastewater-
Primer.pdf

Founder’s Column
By Joanna D. Underwood
Founder & Trustee

In the coming weeks, the EPA 
expects to take a step that 
would devastate our coun-
try’s climate programs. It 
has proposed to rescind the 
long-standing “endangerment 
finding”—the legal founda-
tion that has enabled federal 
regulation of greenhouse 
gas emissions since 2009. If 
finalized, EPA’s change would 

shift much responsibility for regulating these emissions 
back to the states.

The response has been swift. Coalitions of cities, 
states, attorneys general, and public health advocates 
have mobilized across the country. At the same time, 
the global climate challenge continues to intensify. 
Greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere are 
still rising, driven largely by reliance on fossil fuels. Of 
greatest concern is the rise in methane gases, which 
have a planet-warming potential more than 80 times 
that of CO2 and which climate scientists have said 
must be reduced 30% by 2030 if the catastrophic 
impacts of “runaway climate change” are to be avoided. 
The war in the Middle East, with its targeting of major 
fossil fuel assets, is compounding these impacts.

Yet, essential renewable solutions that are practical 
exist today, and Energy Vision has long focused on one 
of the most critical: capturing the methane biogases 
emitted by food waste, agricultural residues, waste-

water solids, and other organic wastes in tanks called 
“anaerobic digesters,” and upgrading these biogases 
into renewable natural gas (RNG) fuel that can replace 
diesel fuel, with its toxic emissions, in heavy-duty 
transportation.

In this issue of EV News, we highlight a powerful ex-
ample: the wastewater RNG project at Capital Region 
Water in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. It is a model for 
what can be achieved—one that can be replicated at 
more than a thousand wastewater facilities across the 
country. Energy Vision has been proud to help bring this 
project to life.

According to Jess Rosentel, COO for Wastewater at 
Capital Region Water in Harrisburg: “Energy Vision was 
instrumental in helping us turn an early and unfocused 
concept into a successful, now operational wastewater 
RNG project. From the outset, Energy Vision’s deep un-
derstanding of how to maximize the value of biogas and 
minimize risk—across technology, incentives, markets, 
and policy—shaped our decisions and helped us select 
the right partners. EV’s leadership brought clarity, con-
fidence, and momentum to a complex effort.”

At a moment when the path forward on climate policy 
may feel uncertain, the importance of actionable solu-
tions has never been greater. There is much more to 
be done—but there is also real progress underway. We 
are grateful for our supporters who have made our work 
possible. We invite you to join us in exploring if and how 
this strategy might be advanced in your city or com-
munity, as every new initiative will move our country 
toward a cleaner, healthier energy future.

Energy Vision Welcomes Two New 
Board Members
In January, Energy Vision welcomed two new board 
members who bring a wealth of experience and exper-
tise in renewable energy and fuels.

Charles E. Love, Jr. leads the renewable fuels portfo-
lio for Love’s Alternative Energy. Love’s Travel Stops 
operates more than 650 locations across 42 states, 
providing fueling solutions including RNG and EV 
charging. Charles focuses on advancing RNG and hy-
drogen across waste, transportation, and agricultural 
sectors. He is a strong advocate for practical clean 
fuel solutions.

Ted Niblock brings more than two decades of expe-
rience in renewable energy development and policy. 
He is Vice President of Development at Nexus W2V, 
advancing waste-to-value projects nationwide. Ted 
has held senior roles across the biogas sector and 
has helped shape early U.S. project and policy frame-
works. He holds a J.D. from Boston University and a 
B.A. from Johns Hopkins.

Ted Niblock (left), VP of Development at NexusW2V and 
Charles E. Love, Jr. (right), General Manager at Trillium Energy.



founded in 2007 to help the grocery industry prevent food 
waste and meet U.N. and U.S. goals to cut food waste 50% 
by 2030. According to Chris Thomas, VP of Public Af-
fairs, Divert facilitates redistribution of edible food while 
converting inedible waste into carbon-negative renewable 
natural gas (RNG) and fertilizer. The company works with 
nearly 8,000 retail stores, manufacturers, and distribu-
tors nationwide, including Kroger, Albertsons, CVS, and 
others. To date, Divert has helped serve 14 million meals 
and processed 3.3 billion pounds of unsold food that would 
otherwise have been landfilled.

Cummins, Inc. was recognized alongside FedEx Freight 
for introducing its new compressed natural gas engine—
the X15N™—the first 15-liter engine enabling heavy-du-
ty and long-haul trucks to move beyond diesel, whose 
emissions threaten public health. These trucks can run on 
clean-burning RNG, the lowest carbon fuel available today. 
FedEx Freight, one of the nation’s largest logistics provid-
ers, is deploying trucks equipped with Cummins’ X15N™ 
engines and fueling them with RNG. The company is work-
ing closely with Cummins to adapt its natural gas engine 
platform and is optimistic about the X15N’s performance.

EnviTec Biogas AG, a German-based company, was 
honored as a global leader in anaerobic digestion and gas 
upgrading systems. It has built more than 800 systems 
worldwide and operates 91, including one near Syracuse, 
NY. Its Güstrow facility is among the most advanced 
globally, producing renewable energy, liquefied RNG for 
heavy-duty trucks, beverage-grade biogenic CO2, and agri-
cultural nutrients.

Durwood Zaelke, climate scientist and founder of the 
Institute for Governance and Sustainable Development 
(IGSD), received a lifetime achievement award for his lead-
ership in advancing global methane reduction. As Zaelke 

emphasized, cutting methane is the fastest way to reduce 
near-term warming—but voluntary pledges alone are not 
enough; mandatory measures are needed.

“It’s easy to talk about commitments and goals for meth-
ane  reduction by 2030 or 2050; but it’s a lot harder to 
actually do it,” said Matt Tomich, Energy Vision’s Presi-
dent.  “The cost of everything has gone up, and it’s a time 
of uncertainty in policy and markets. But it’s also a time 
of great opportunity. So we’re happy to honor leaders who 
are out there actually making it happen.”
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(Top) FedEx Freight is one of the first major carriers to adopt the new 
Cummins X15N engine fueled by RNG. (Bottom) Divert’s Turlock, CA AD 

facility produces RNG from recycled food scraps.




