
           Fall/Winter 2019NYC’s First RNG 
Fueling Station Opens: 
South Bronx Residents 

Breathe Easier

Energy Vision Resource Assessment 
Highlights RNG Opportunity for Colorado
Within days of the release of a ground-
breaking new report from the Colora-
do Energy Office (CEO), state policy-
makers were already discussing plans 
to introduce legislation encouraging 
the state to transform its vast organic 
waste resource into renewable natu-
ral gas fuel. The report – “Renewable 
Natural Gas (RNG) in Transportation: 
Colorado Market Study” – was devel-
oped by Energy Vision this summer for 
the CEO.

Drawing on publicly available data and 
conducting extensive interviews, En-
ergy Vision estimated Colorado’s RNG 
resource from major feedstocks (land-
fills, wastewater, livestock manures and 
food waste), placing it in the context of 
the state’s energy mix, clean transporta-
tion policies and environmental goals. 
The report also evaluated technical 
considerations such as the impacts 
of environmental credit systems and 
availability of existing infrastructure.

Energy Vision estimated that Colora-
do’s internal RNG resource from major 
feedstocks could displace nearly 142 
million gallons of diesel fuel annually 
—24% of total diesel consumption, or 

enough fuel for nearly 19,000 medium 
and heavy duty vehicles. Doing so 
would also eliminate approximately 1.4 
million metric tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions per year.  

“Energy Vision has built its reputation 
on public education rooted in objective 
research and analysis,” commented EV 
president Matt Tomich. “Historically, 
a lot of our research has been self-
directed. Bringing our expertise to this 
kind of commissioned project creates 
the opportunity for us to reach policy 
makers directly and influence positive 
change regarding RNG. It fits in with a 
recent, exciting expansion of our mis-
sion-driven advisory efforts, and we 
will continue to explore opportunities 
that put our skills to work to advance 
sustainable solutions.”

The CEO will be developing a next-
steps “RNG Roadmap Study”– recom-
mendations for which are included in 
the Energy Vision report – to guide 
its continued research into RNG, and 
is now also conducting a low-carbon 
fuel standard feasibility study, similar 
to programs in place in California and 
Oregon, that would include RNG.
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Residents of the South Bronx can 
breathe easier following the opening of 
the City’s first fueling station to dis-
pense exclusively renewable natural gas 
(RNG), made from the biogases emit-
ted as organic wastes decompose. 

City officials and environmental ad-
vocates attending the opening on July 
10th included Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., Councilmember Rafael 
Salamanca Jr., and Bronx Transporta-
tion Commissioner Nivardo Lopez, as 
well as Aditi Varshneya of WE ACT 
and Patrick McClellan of NYLCV. EV 
founder Joanna Underwood spoke at 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

 

 

“This is no ordinary fueling station,” 
Underwood said. “It’s a giant step for-
ward for the city and the country in ad-
dressing climate change and getting rid 
of the public health hazards of diesel 
exhaust. This station delivers one thing 
only: the renewable form of natural gas 
made from organic waste. 

“This is significant for this part of the 
City because the South Bronx has taken 
the brunt of emissions of the 15,000 
diesel-powered commercial and munic-
ipal trucks criss-crossing this borough.”

The use of RNG as a transportation fuel 
in “near zero” natural gas engines is a

Garbage to Gold: Energy Vision’s RNG assessment for the Colorado Energy Office 
found that the State produces enough organic wastes to generate clean RNG fuel for 
19,000 vehicles. Between food waste, wastewater, landfills and agricultural waste, 

Colorado could produce enough RNG to displace 140 million gallons of diesel per year. 

Continued on Page 2

                        THE TIME IS NOW.

     The ribbon cutting of the RNG-only station.



LETTER FROM THE FOUNDER Colorado RNG from Page 1

“With renewable natural gas growing 
as a resource around the country, we 
felt it was important to look at what 
was possible here in Colorado,” said 
CEO Policy Analyst Maria DiBiaise 
Eisemann, who led the effort for the 
State. “Energy Vision’s knowledge and 
experience on this topic proved invalu-
able for highlighting the clear RNG 
opportunity that exists in Colorado.”

Before the report’s official release, 
authors Matt Tomich and Phil Vos 
presented their findings, first to a range 
of officials in the state administration, 
including the governor’s office, and then 
to a larger RNG stakeholder group.
 
The report is available at:

www.colorado.gov/pacific/
energyoffice/atom/192631.

This year-end, please support  
Energy Vision generously.

Mail your gift to: Energy Vision, 
138 E. 13th St, NY NY 10003, 

or donate online at:  

energy-vision.org/get-involved/#donate

Every one of your dollars will go a long 
way – WE ARE GETTING RESULTS! 

With Thanks and Happy Holidays

At a moment in history when the fate of our world 
hangs in the balance with rising global temperatures, 
only rapid and transformational change now can save 
us, according to the latest United Nations report on 
climate change. We must end our reliance on fossil fuels 
within the next two decades – much sooner than previ-
ously projected. Research can define the problem; only 
concrete action can solve it. 

Energy Vision’s work is GETTING RESULTS, gener-
ating the kind of concrete action needed. Despite the 

rollback of federal regulations to safeguard the environment and human health, 
Energy Vision has helped launch a new industry that is turning the world’s huge 
flow of organic wastes (560 billion tons a year) into two products that a sustain-
able world will need. 

The first product is renewable natural gas (RNG), a clean-burning fuel and the 
lowest in carbon of any fuel today. It is NOT a fossil fuel, but is made by col-
lecting the methane biogases emitted by decomposing organics – wastes from 
homes, businesses and dairies. The methane is turned into a fuel that can be used 
just like traditional natural gas to generate power, heat homes and fuel vehicles. 

The second product is high-quality compost made from the remaining biosolids 
– a product needed to enrich the world’s depleting soils. The additional big bonus 
is that this strategy converts organic wastes into an income-producing resource. 

WE ARE GETTING RESULTS because of our outreach to educate Americans 
about the value of this strategy and the reputation of our research among policy-
makers, energy leaders and leading environmental justice groups. 

In 2019, EV’s results included: persuading the New York MTA to convert 800 of 
its buses to RNG; inspiring Clean Energy Fuels, the largest US natural gas fuel 
supplier to transportation to open the first RNG-only fueling station in NYC, 
and delivering the research that inspired Colorado leaders to explore a major 
statewide RNG initiative.

WE ARE GETTING RESULTS because Energy Vision has also launched a mission-
driven advisory service, collaborating with some of the country’s largest engi-
neering firms to offer support to municipal governments and other entities when 
evaluating their RNG potential. 

While technology research is our method, advancing practical change 
on the ground is our goal. There is enough organic feedstock to fuel 
every bus and truck fleet in every city in America.

This year, we are encouraged by the broad range of the American public focus-
ing on climate change, and a rising business sector developing new products and 
technologies for a sustainable future. RNG is one solution that is ready to go, 
moving the world in the right direction. We continue to explore more meaning-
ful climate solutions.  

We thank you – our generous members and donors – for enabling Energy Vision 
to make a significant and growing contribution to tomorrow’s world.

WE ARE GETTING RESULTS.  
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EV hosted the first workshop in Denver in 2016 
introducing the benefits of RNG in the State.
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New York Senator Todd Kaminsky (D-9th Senate District), Chair of the Senate Environmental Conservation Committee, 
was recognized for authoring the 2019 “Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act” – the nation’s most aggressive 
climate change program to date. Also in 2019, Senator Kaminsky’s landmark proposal for the responsible handling of food 
“waste” was included in the NYS budget. 

Juan Corcino, Director of Fleet Operations for Manhattan Beer Distributors, received the second award. In 2002, Manhattan 
Beer was the first company in the Northeast to convert a portion of its delivery fleet from diesel to compressed natural gas 
(CNG). Now the fourth-largest single-market beverage distributor in the US operates 180 natural gas delivery trucks and 
has 3 private fueling stations. MBD will be one of the first fleets to use RNG, delivered by the new RNG-only fueling station 
in the South Bronx.

Rudi Roeslein, Founder and CEO of Roeslein Alternative Energy, LLC in St. Louis was recognized for using anaerobic digest-
ers on large farms to produce RNG from animal waste and native prairie plant biomass. Monarch BioEnergy, a joint ven-
ture between RAE and Smithfield Foods, the world’s largest pork producer, produces RNG from swine manure and injects 
it into the national pipeline network. The company’s larger vision is to cut GHGs, stop environmentally-damaging farm 
effluents, replant native grasses and restore the prairie ecosystem’s diverse flora and fauna—while providing farmers with a 
new badly-needed income stream. 

EV Honors 2019 Leadership Awardees at October Gala

October 10th, a beautiful fall evening in NYC, marked a major milestone for Energy Vision, celebrating our 13th 
anniversary and annual awards reception at the Ramscale Studio Penthouse in the West Village. Our 150 guests included 
government and business leaders; environmental justice and civic groups; students, and renewable energy pioneers. Those 
stepping out onto the terrace overlooking the Hudson enjoyed the setting sun and breathtaking views of the City’s skyline. 
The evening’s highlight was the presentation of our Energy Leadership Awards. EV recognized three pioneers advancing 
farsighted policies and projects that highlight how this country’s vast stream of organic waste is being leveraged to tackle 
climate change, waste and pollution issues: 

Award recipient NY Senator Todd Kaminsky Award recipient Juan Corcino, and MBD colleagues Award recipient Rudi Roeslein (RAE)

A stunning view from the Ramscale terrace EV’s Matt Tomich and Laura Nuyen   EV Board Chair Stephen Land welcomes guests

The Energy Vision team - Joanna Underwood, 
Matt Tomich, Phil Vos and Kyle Jeremiah

JM Kaplan Fund President Emeritus  
Joan K. Davidson and Joanna Underwood

Josh Klainberg of the NY League of Conservation 
Voters with Cecil Corbin-Mark of WE ACT



winning combination that virtually 
eliminates health-threatening air pol-
lutants. The American Lung Associa-
tion consistently ranks air quality in 
the South Bronx as among the worst in 
the country. Young people suffer from 
asthma and other respiratory ailments 
at almost twice the national average.

Exposure to elevated levels of diesel 
exhaust leads to increased emergency 
room visits, hospital admissions, 
and premature deaths, according to 
the Union of Concerned Scientists, 
particularly in environmental justice 
communities. 
 
The station will be used primarily by 
Bronx-based truck fleets operating  
in and around Hunts Point Terminal 

Market, including Manhattan Beer 
Distributors, Baldor Specialty Foods 
and U.S. Concrete. 

Because RNG fuel is made from cap-
tured methane, a potent greenhouse 
gas that would otherwise escape into 
the atmosphere, on a life cycle basis 

(considering both fuel production 
and  consumption) its use in vehicles 
can cut total greenhouse gas emissions 
70%, 100% or even more, making it a 
“net carbon-negative” fuel. 

This new station is a sign of  NYC’s ex-
panding interest in RNG fuel. Earlier 
this year, the MTA made a commit-
ment to fuel 800 buses with RNG. 

There is tremendous untapped po-
tential for RNG in New York City. EV 
estimates that, if half the food scraps 
and other organic wastes generated in 
NYC were used to produce RNG, an 
additional 3,000-4,000 buses or trucks 
could be converted from diesel, elimi-
nating almost 150,000 tons of carbon 
dioxide annually.
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NYC’s First RNG-Only Station continued from Page 1

Energy Vision is a national environmental NGO working to advance commercial and cost-effective  
solutions for a carbon-free economy. 

Matt and Joanna with Bryn Mawr  
summer intern Sarah Golobish.


