EV Honors Clean Energy
Pioneers at 11th Annual
Awards Reception
On the evening of October 12th, Energy
Vision hosted its 11th annual Awards
Reception at the beautiful Ramscale
Studio Penthouse overlooking the
Hudson River. With more than 120
guests in attendance, including business and environmental leaders, EV
recognized three pioneering companies
creating renewable energy and highquality compost from organic waste.

Event co-chair Robert B. Catell (L) with New
York State Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon and
Energy Vision founder Joanna D. Underwood (R).

“Collecting organic wastes and capturing
and using their gas is more than a good
idea; it is essential if we want to successfully address the global climate change
threat,” said Energy Vision founder and
chair Joanna Underwood in her remarks.
“Each of the evening’s awardees are
successfully meeting that need and demonstrating the range of options available
for converting organic waste to energy.”
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Energy Vision Expands its Reach with
Int’l Workshops in S. Africa and Canada
As cities and countries around the
world grapple with the challenge of
addressing climate change, strategies
to sustainably manage organic “waste”
have gained traction across urban and
rural settings, in emerging and developed economies alike. The opportunity
to reduce potent short-lived methane
emissions generated by decomposing
organics AND to displace fossil fuels
and synthetic fertilizers has made organic waste management a compelling
climate, clean air, renewable energy and
public health strategy.

pality of Durban’s solid waste department by setting up a US biogas study
tour to look at “closed-loop” projects
where biogas is used on-site as a source
of ultra-low-emission vehicle fuel.

2017 was a banner year for Energy Vision on the international front, capped
off by two workshops — in Johannesburg, South Africa (Nov 1-3) and Toronto, Canada (Dec 4) — as well as a
collaboration with the C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group, a network of
more than 90 cities across the world
launched by Michael Bloomberg.

The national workshop was co-hosted
by the South African Biogas Industry
Assocation and SA-LED in Johannesburg at the Southern African Development Bank. The three-day event drew
more than 150 attendees from industry,
government and leading NGOs.

Energy Vision’s growing reputation as
a leading independent expert on waste
management and sustainable transportation opened several new doors. In
February, USAID’s South Africa-Low
Emissions Development (SA-LED)
program asked EV to assist the munici

Following a successful tour of six projects in Louisiana and California in May,
EV president Matt Tomich was invited
to help plan a national biogas workshop
in South Africa, including recruitment
of a US delegation of biogas industry
experts to share their experience and
insights with Southern African leaders.

Through our work with USAID SA-LED
and the City of Durban, EV connected
with the C40 Cities Climate Leadership
Group to discuss the biogas-to-vehicle
fuel strategy. Given the interest of C40
members (including Durban, Johannesburg, Rio and others) EV hosted a
webinar for dozens of municipal officials (June ‘17). EV’s Underwood led a

Massachusetts-based Ameresco was
honored for designing, planning and
building the biogas upgrading facility at
Phoenix’s 91st Avenue Wastewater
Treatment plant with the cities of
Phoenix, Tempe, Mesa, Scottsdale and
Glendale—the five members of a
wastewater management partnership.
Once operational, this will be the largest
wastewater treatment facility converting biogas to vehicle fuel in the US. The
project will displace more than four
million gallons of diesel fuel, and reduce
Durban Solid Waste (DSW) in the Ethekwini Region of South Africa is exploring a project at its Buffelsdraii
carbon emissions by 45,000 tons a year.
Landfill to fuel dozens of trucks on biogas fuel with technical support from USAID’s SA-LED program.
Continued on Page 3
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LETTER FROM THE FOUNDER
This fall, we were proud to present
our Energy Vision Awards to three
companies who launched projects
turning organic waste biogases into
a renewable clean fuel: one
using food waste, another
using wastewater and the
third using apple orchard
and other food wastes as
their feedstocks (see p. 1).
Each project is not only
a step forward in reducing our dangerous reliance
on fossil fuels, but also in
slashing greenhouse gas emissions.
The disastrous hurricanes, wildfires, and other powerful storms
this past year in the west and south,
destroying communities and lives
and costing the US more than 300
billion dollars, are just symptoms
of the violent weather shifts resulting from our changing climate. The
truth about the state of our planet is
clear, and companies like these offer
hope of basic change.
Truth is at the heart solving our
environmental, social and political
challenges. A simple truth articulated by the California Congressman
Paul N. (Pete) McCloskey, Jr. (a
fourth generation liberal republican
and staunch environmentalist) in
1972 is as relevant as ever today.
In his book, Truth and Untruth:
Political Deceit in America he said,
“Citizen action can restore faith in
American government. The system
itself is sound, we need only return
to truth as the cornerstone of that
system, and to seek a new national
ethic of informed, committed citizen involvement.”
McCloskey was then confronting
the Vietnam War and the Nixon
White House. In 2016 at the age
of 89, he received the prestigious
Lufkin Prize for Environmental
Leadership from the Audubon So-

ciety for his decades of pioneering
environmental work.
Pete McCloskey, Jr. also helped
launch my environmental career. The research I
have guided for over 40
years has aimed at creating an informed public
and inspiring it to act. If
citizens recognize real
solutions to their land
use, public health, waste,
pollution and energy
challenges, as well as to
other social justice challenges, and
they get involved, they can move
our country in a healthy sustainable
direction.
As this new year gets underway, all
of us at Energy Vision are grateful for one step you, our members,
have taken – supporting our work.
It has enabled us to continue creating an informed public about a truly sustainable fuel solution; not only
in the US but also, through our
“Power of Organic Waste” workshops to Canadians (in Toronto in
December) and South Africans (in
Johannesburg in November), who
are committed to helping solve the
climate change challenge we all face
(see p. 1).
We are grateful to our corporate
award winners for developing the
kind of new clean energy technologies needed. We thank CCI, Quantum Biopower and Ameresco for
leadership that will motivate others.
When informed citizens put their
money where their values are,
advocate with their local political
leaders for change, and vote – tools
every citizen has – we have reason
for hope. And never has it been
more important to use all three.

EV: On The Road

June 27: Energy Vision co-hosted a soldout “Clean Energy Connections” event with
SolarOne and the Urban Future Lab on the
energy and nutrient value of NYC’s food
waste at WNYC’s Tribeca studio.

July 13: EV’s Joanna Underwood participated in a policy forum hosted by the NY
League of Conservation Voters, alongside
other waste industry experts.

Aug 1: EV’s Tomich testified on the

economic and environmental benefits of
waste-based RNG at a US EPA hearing in
relation to the Renewable Fuel Standard.

Sept 6/Oct 5/Dec 4: EV coordinated

three sold-out “Power of Waste” workshops in: 1) Portland, OR; 2) Sacramento,
CA; and 3) Toronto, Canada Each was
attended by more than 100 from industry,
gov’t and leading NGOs.

Sept 27: EV’s Underwood led a Master

Class on biogas for C40 in Baltimore (p. 1).

Joanna with Desmond Appiah from the City of Accra (M) and Koshi Baker from Johannesburg (R).

Oct 12: EV hosted its 2017 Awards Reception at the Ramscale Studio penthouse
in NYC where three corporate leaders were
recognized for innovative projects (p. 1).

Nov 1-3: EV’s Tomich led a US delega-

tion of biogas industry experts on a trip to
Johannesburg, South Africa for a national
workshop co-hosted by USAID (p. 1).

Nov 29: EV’s Tomich testified at a hearing on mitigating climate change hosted
by NYC Public Advocate Letitia James.

EV’s Tomich testifies on the biogas-to-fuel strategy.

Dec 14: EV’s Phil Vos testified at a public
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hearing of the NY City Council’s Transportation Committee on the role that
RNG can play during the L-train stoppage.

EV Awards continued from Page 1

In accepting the award on behalf of
Ameresco, Senior Vice President Michael T. Bakas said, “This amazing effort is a great example of how a publicprivate-partnership can dramatically
impact the environment in a positive
manner, while creating economic benefits and jobs for the local municipalities, with no public funds expended.” Energy Vision’s Joanna Underwood (L) and Matt
Quantum Biopower received an
award for the tri-state area’s first facility converting 100+ tons per day of
food waste into energy. The organic
waste comes from area supermarkets,
food processors, schools and catering
facilities. Quantum sells the electricity
generated to the town of Southington
under a power-purchase agreement.
Brian Paganini, Quantum’s VP and
Managing Director, who accepted the
award said, “We were proud to achieve
many ‘firsts’ in constructing and
operating this facility. We lobbied for
Connecticut’s first virtual net metering
program, helped create the food waste
segregation industry with our haulingpartners in the state, received the first

Tomich (R) with Ameresco SVP Michael T. Bakas.

CCI’s Kevin Matthews (L) and Quantum’s Brian
Paganini accepting their EV Leadership Awards.

Connecticut Green Bank support, and
became the first food waste digestion
facility to achieve full permit status.”
CCI BioEnergy was honored for
piloting the first “microdigester”
in Ontario. Small enough to fit in
a standard-size shipping container,

these units allow organic waste to
be processed into energy and biofertilizer where it is produced, rather
than being collected and transported
to a larger, more-distant facility. CCI
is currently piloting the British-made
“bioQube” unit at one of Canada’s
largest apple growers and processors Algoma Orchards outside of Toronto.
CCI has plans to install another system the Ontario Water Center in 2018.
In accepting the Award, CCI President
Kevin Matthews commented, “Canada
took on some serious pledges to
reduce emissions in accordance with
the Paris agreement. To help get there,
we are focused on bringing renewable
energy to organic material generators themselves, which is what these
micro-systems are designed for.”
“Today, companies are discarding
these materials, and paying to do it.
But organics are an asset we should
realize.” CCI also operates commercial
scale anaerobic digesters in Toronto,
which process a large portion of the
City’s residential food waste.

Energy Vision Welcomes New Board Members & Board Chair
Energy Vision is pleased to welcome
three new board members: former
New York City First Deputy Mayor
Norman Steisel; Economist and climate mitigation project expert Bipasha
Chatterjee; and leading international
tax lawyer Stephen Land, who assumed responsibility as board chair on
January 1st.

change, the UN Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM), and greenhouse
gas inventory systems and renewable
energy-related research. As an economist at the UK firm AEA Technology
(now Ricardo-AEA) her clients included the UK Government, Grantham
Institute of Climate Change, and the
European Commission. Previously she
worked with the UN Food and Agricultural Organization in Rome, and
as a governance reform consultant for
KPMG Consulting in London. She is a
graduate of Cambridge University and
the London School of Economics.

Each new board member brings
important expertise to Energy Vision’s
growing program. Norman Steisel is
founder, Chairman and CEO of EnEssCo Strategies. His previous leadership
positions include EVP and COO of the
Philadelphia Stock Exchange (20032008), First Deputy Mayor of the City
of New York (1990-1994) and NYC
Commissioner of Sanitation (19791986). He was also the first civilian
head of the policy, management and
crime analysis division of New York
City’s Police Department (1972-74).
Bipasha Chatterjee, who teaches at
Columbia University’s Earth Institute
and at Hunter College in NYC, has
lead projects in the areas of climate

EV 2018 Board Chair Stephen B. Land (top)
and new Board Members Bipasha Chatterjee
(middle) and Norman Steisel (bottom right).
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Stephen Land, a partner in the law
firm Duval & Stachenfeld LLP in NYC,
and chair of its Tax Practice division,
is recognized as one of the top international tax lawyers in the US. He is
also the immediate past Chair of the
Tax Section of the New York State Bar
Association, and publishes extensively
on tax law. Prior to that he was head
of US Tax Practice at the UK law firm
Linklaters LLP and practiced law
at Howard, Darby & Levin. He is a
graduate of Harvard (A.B., J.D., MBA).

EV Expands Int’l Presence from Page 1

Master Class on biogas vehicle fuel at
the International Solid Waste Association’s conference in Baltimore (Sep ‘17).

Truck Group, Xebec as well as co-hosts
Enbridge and Union Gas.
As a result of progressive energy and
waste management policy, Ontario is
well-positioned to utilize its organics
resource, including the use of RNG in
buses and trucks equipped with nearzero emission natural gas engines.

Closing out the year on a high note,
Energy Vision hosted its first Canadian
“Power of Organic Waste” workshop on
December 4th in downtown Toronto.
The event was kicked off by Ontario
Energy Minister Glenn Thibeault
discussing the important role wastebased renewable natural gas (RNG)
could play in meeting the province’s
ambitious climate goals.
The workshop drew a sold out crowd of
150, including leaders from business,

Ontario Energy Minister Glenn Thibeault
and Enbridge EVP Cynthia Hansen with Energy Vision’s Underwood and Tomich in Toronto.

government and NGO’s. Event partners
included the City of Toronto, United
Nations Association Canada, Cummins
Westport, Hitachi Zosen Inova, Vision

The clean air, climate, and economic
benefits waste-based RNG can offer in
urban and rural regions alike has led to
growing global interest. Energy Vision
is poised to continue its leadership role
in catalyzing positive, on-the-ground
change through its education and outreach in the US and beyond.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Stephen B. Land
Board Chair
Partner, Duval & Stachenfeld

Michael S. Gruen
Attorney-at-Law
President, The City Club of New York

Brendan Sexton
Environmental Consultant
Former DSNY Commissioner

Cynthia Adler
Actor and Writer

John J. Magovern
AVP, Stifel Financial Corp.

Bipasha Chatterjee
Environmental Economist

Joan C. Pearlman
Professional Women Photographers

Norman Steisel
CEO, EnEssCo Strategies
Former DSNY Commissioner
Former NYC First Deputy Mayor

Johannes D. Escudero
CEO, RNG Coalition

Simon Sylvester-Chaudhuri
Partner, Global Futures Group

Joanna D. Underwood
Founder
Eric Verkerke
Co-Founder, Emergence Creative
Bailus Walker Jr., PhD, MPH
Howard University College
of Medicine

Energy Vision News, Quarterly © 2018 Energy Vision Inc.
For annual memberships, publications, speakers, and reprint requests, please email: jeremiah@energy-vision.org
Write EV at 138 East 13th Street, New York, NY 10003, call (212) 228-0225 or visit: www.energy-vision.org
EV is a national non-profit organization that analyzes and promotes ways to make a swift transition to pollution-free renewable energy
sources and to the clean, petroleum-free transportation fuels of the future.
138 East 13th Street
New York, New York 10003

