
 
In	  Michigan,	  the	  first	  interstate	  pipeline	  transports	  renewable	  

natural	  gas	  (RNG)	  for	  use	  as	  vehicle	  fuel	  across	  the	  U.S.	  
	  

	  
 
 

Summary: 
 
Clean Energy, the largest supplier of natural gas fuel for transportation 
in the U.S., its wholly owned subsidiary Clean Energy Renewable 
Fuels, and Republic Services, the second largest domestic trash 
collection and recycling company, have recently launched a project 
that will allow for the capture of landfill gas from municipal solid 
waste, and its refinement into pipeline quality gas and vehicle fuel. 
Through this collaboration, Clean Energy Renewable Fuels has built a 
large biogas processing facility at the Republic landfill site in Canton, 
MI, which began operating in 2012. The facility will be capable of 
producing six million diesel gallon equivalents (DGEs) annually at 
maximum capacity. Republic Services may use some of the RNG 
produced for its natural gas-powered refuse collection vehicles. But 
most will be distributed throughout the country, via natural gas 
pipeline, to Clean Energy customers, and potentially other users. In a 
separate agreement, Clean Energy will also design, build and operate 
14 CNG refuse truck fueling stations at various Republic fleet 
locations. Republic has so far converted around 1,000 of its 16,000 
refuse trucks to alternative fuels, the majority of which are CNG.  
 
Financing: 
 
Clean Energy/Clean Energy Renewable Fuels provided equity 
financing for the large capital investment. Public funding sources, 
primarily the Michigan Strategic Fund and the Township of Canton, 
approved a $12 million tax-exempt bond inducement resolution and a 
five-year personal property tax exemption, respectively. 
 
 
 

Location: 
Sauk Trail Hills Landfill 

Canton, MI 

Partners: 
Republic Services 

Clean Energy/ Clean Energy 
Renewable Fuels 

Contact: 
Harrison Clay, President 
Clean Energy Renewable 
Fuels 
hclay@cleanenergyfuels.com 
 
William Held, Senior 
Director 
Republic Services 
(480) 627-7123 
wheld@republicservices.com 
 

Feedstock: 
Landfill biogas 

Maximum Annual Fuel 
Production: 
6 million diesel gallon 
equivalents 

Vehicles fueled: 
TBD 

Pay Back Period: 
NA 

Plant Cost: 
NA 

Received Funding: 
Yes 

Technology Providers: 
Clean Energy Renewable 
Fuels; Greenlane Biogas 


